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The JRF UK Poverty 2018 
Report findings are :
• Child poverty has been 
rising since 2011/12;.
• 4.1 million children are 
living in poverty, a rise of 
500,000 in the last five 
years;
• Four million workers are 
living in poverty –a rise of 
more than half a million 
over five years; and
• In-work poverty has been 
rising even faster than 
employment, driven almost 
entirely by increasing 
poverty among working 
parents.
If ‘education cannot compensate 
for the effects of society alone’, as 
Coffield and Williamson (2011) 
suggest, then what is to be done?
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So: ‘ Can widening participation 
interventions compensate for society 
and education?’
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RESEARCH AIMS
• Identify participants’ ‘critical incidences’; the factors that had 
influenced their decisions to progress into the study of the arts.
• Illuminate and understand the factors that influence progression into 
study in creative subjects beyond compulsory education.
• Gather the ‘student’s voices’ through narrative accounts, through 
semi-structured interviews and conversations with creative arts 
students
• Provide a lens which sharpens the focus on progression into 
education in a subject that has experienced systemic marginalisation 
within the education curriculum.
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• Setbacks.
• Hurdles/Barriers. 
• Indecision/Decision
‘I have been here, there, 
everywhere, but definitely not 
as much as my mum’ (Amelia)
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Character
‘
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Self 
- identifying
- regulating
- perceiving
- motivating
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Love what you do, 
otherwise there is no point 
doing it’
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Thank you for listening!
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